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AMENDMENT AND RESTATEMENT: 

ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION

OF

CEDAR LANE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH

(a Maryland nonstock, nonprofit, religious corporation)

July 17, 2019

Cedar Lane Unitarian Universalist Church (hereinafter, the “Corporation”) hereby certifies to 
the Maryland State Department of Assessments and Taxation (“MSDAT”) the following: 

(a) Date of Incorporation; Amendment and Restatement of Articles of Incorporation. The 

Corporation was originally incorporated on March 8, 1953, by filing Articles of 

Incorporation with the State Tax Commission of Maryland.  The Corporation 

thereafter amended said Articles of Incorporation pursual to the Maryland General 

Corporation Law (“MGCL”) on April 23, 1978; October 25, 1992; April 21, 1996; and 

February 7, 2016. The Corporation now desires to amend and restate its charter by 

filing these Articles of Amendment and Restatement pursuant to Section 2-609 of the 

MGCL. 

(b) Advised and Approved by Board of Trustees. Pursuant to Section 2-607 and 2-609 of 

the MGCL, the Corporation’s Board of Trustees (the “Board”) approved a resolution 

on July 16, 2019 whereby the Board deemed it advisable and in the best interests of 

the Corporation to amend and restate the Corporation’s charter in its entirety as set 

forth herein, to conform to current Maryland law and the provisions of the new 

Bylaws approved in their entirety by Corporation members (the “Members” or the 

“Congregation”) on May 21, 2017.  

(c) Effective Date. These Articles of Amendment and Restatement shall be effective on 

the date they are accepted for filing by MSDAT. 
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The text of the Corporation’s charter is hereby amended and restated in its entirety by these 
Articles of Amendment and Restatement as follows: 

FIRST: 

The name of the Corporation is “Cedar Lane Unitarian Universalist Church.” The Corporation 
is a member of and affiliated with the Unitarian Universalist Association. 

SECOND:

The Corporation is organized exclusively as a charitable and educational religious 
organization within the meaning of section 501(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, 
as amended (or any corresponding provisions of any future United States Internal Revenue 
law or regulations thereunder, hereinafter collectively referred to as the “Internal Revenue 
Code,” for the following Purposes: 

(a) To provide a liberal religious caring community that affirms the principles of 
Unitarian Universalism;

(b) To engage in any other activities which are not inconsistent with Section 501(c)(3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code and applicable state law.

To carry out its purposes, the Corporation shall have the following powers: 

(a) To purchase, lease, receive by donation, acquire and operate real and personal 
property; 

(b) To solicit, receive, and accept donations of money or property or any interest in 
property from any other entity or persons; 

(c) To exercise any power, or engage in any function, incidental to accomplishing the 
nonprofit purposes of the Corporation provided or allowed by the General Laws of 
the State of Maryland to non-stock corporations, without limitation by the above 
description of specific powers. 

The duration and existence of the Corporation is perpetual. 

THIRD: 

The present address of the principal office and place of worship in the State of Maryland is 
9601 Cedar Lane, Bethesda, Maryland 20814-4099. 

FOURTH:

The management and affairs of the Corporation are vested in a Board of Trustees (the 
“Board”) as its governing body. The number of Trustees shall be as set forth in the Bylaws of 
the Corporation but shall never be less than the minimum number permitted by the General 
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Laws of the State of Maryland as now or hereafter in force. All Trustees must be voting 
members of the church who have been a member for at least one year.

Trustees are nominated and elected by Members in good standing eligible and entitled to vote 
at the annual congregational meeting, held before the new fiscal year to conduct 
congregational business at a time and place fixed by the Board after proper notice is given to 
the Congregation. One-tenth of members entitled to vote, but not fewer than 50, constitute a 
quorum. Proxy votes are not permitted. Before voting, members sign in to record their 
attendance at the annual meeting. All decisions are made by majority vote.      

FIFTH: 

The Corporation shall indemnify its Trustees, officers, and senior staff to the full extent 
permitted by the General Laws of the State of Maryland now or hereafter in force, including 
the advance of expenses under the procedures provided by such laws and by Board policies;  
provided, however, the foregoing shall not limit the authority of the Corporation to indemnify 
other employees and agents consistent with Maryland and federal law, and that 
indemnification shall only be to the extent permitted of organizations which are exempt from 
federal income tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. To the fullest extent 
permitted by Maryland statutory or decisional law, as amended or interpreted, no Trustee of 
this Corporation shall be personally liable to the Corporation or its Members for money 
damages, provided, however, that the foregoing limitations of liability shall only be to the 
extent permitted of organizations which are exempt from federal income tax under Section 
501(c)(3) of the Code. No amendment of the charter of the Corporation or repeal of any of its 
provisions shall limit or eliminate the benefits provided to Trustees, officers, and senior staff 
under this provision with respect to any act or omission which occurred prior to such 
amendment or repeal.

SIXTH: 

The Resident Agent of the Corporation is Gregory Falcigno, whose address is 18160 Darnell 
Dr., Olney, MD 20832. The Resident Agent is a citizen of and resides in the State of 
Maryland. 

SEVENTH:

The following provisions limit and regulate the powers of the Corporation and the Board of 
Trustees: 
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(a) The Corporation is organized exclusively for charitable and religious purposes within 
the meaning of section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of these articles, the Corporation shall not carry 
on any activities not permitted to a corporation exempt from Federal income tax under 
section 501(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or to a corporation contributions to 
which are deductible under section 170(c)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

(c) No part of the net earnings of the Corporation shall inure to the benefit of or be 
distributed to its directors, officers, members or other private persons, except that the 
Corporation shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for 
services rendered and to make payments in furtherance of the purposes herein set forth. 

(d) The Corporation shall be composed of members as defined by the Bylaws, but in no 
case shall membership be restricted on the basis of age, sex, race, color, national 
origin, sexual orientation, marital status, gender identity, gender expression, disability, 
or political affiliation. 

(e) No substantial part of the Corporation’s activities shall be the carrying on of 
propaganda or otherwise attempting directly to influence legislation. The Corporation 
shall not participate in, nor intervene in (including the publishing or distribution of 
statements), any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office. The 
Corporation shall not carry on any other activity not permitted by the Internal Revenue 
Code to a Corporation exempt from federal income tax or to a Corporation to which 
contributions are deductible under the Internal Revenue Code. 

(f) The Corporation may be dissolved by a majority of the Board, followed by a two-thirds 
affirmative vote of the Members present at a special meeting called for that purpose, or 
by a majority of all Members eligible to vote, whichever is less. If the Corporation is 
dissolved or ended for any reason, the Board shall, after paying or making provisions 
for the payment of all liabilities of the church, transfer all remaining assets of the 
Corporation to the Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations or its 
successors. Any remaining assets not disposed of by the Board shall be disposed of by 
the Court in the jurisdiction in which the principal office of the Corporation is then 
located, exclusively to  a religious organization or organizations similarly organized for 
charitable or educational exempt purposes consistent with Article SECOND and the 
meaning of Section 501(c )(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.   
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EIGHTH:  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have signed these Amended and Restated Articles of 
Incorporation and acknowledged the same to be our own act on this __ day of ______. 

1. _______________________________________________________

Peggy Jackson, Board President, 9104 Warren St., Silver Spring, MD 20901

2. _______________________________________________________

Tod Chernikoff, President-Elect, 12 Oldham Rd., Silver Spring, MD 20901

3. _______________________________________________________

Joe Merenda, 15404 Bitterroot Way, Rockville, MD 20853

4. _______________________________________________________

Jack Welch, 783 Kimberly Ct. W., Gaithersburg, MD 20878 

5. _______________________________________________________

Anne Turner, 3304 Sandburg Ter., Olney, MD 20832

6. _______________________________________________________

Judy Rodgers, 11015 Old Coach Rd., Potomac, MD 20854

7. _______________________________________________________

Suzanne Pineau, 3609 38th St NW Apt 210, Washington, D.C. 20016

8. _______________________________________________________

Raj Rajendran, 16411 Old Orchard Rd., Silver Spring, MD 20905

9. _______________________________________________________

Rod Braña, 6108 Dunleer Ct., Bethesda, MD 20817

10. _______________________________________________________

Joan Riggs, 24 Courthouse Sq., Apt. 210, Rockville, MD 20850 

11. _______________________________________________________

Nate Hultman, 10115 Parkwood Ter., Bethesda, MD 20814
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12. _______________________________________________________

Becky Lupes, 10010 Portland Rd., Silver Spring, MD 20901

13. ________________________________________________________

Rich Madaleno, 11117 Dewey Rd., Kensington, MD 20895

I hereby consent to my designation in this document as resident agent for this corporation. 

SIGNATURE OF RESIDENT AGENT LISTED IN ARTICLE SIXTH: 

_____________________________________

Gregory Falcigno

RETURN TO: 

Bonnie A. Beavers, 3213 Flushing Meadow Ter., Chevy Chase, MD 20815


